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PURPOSEAND INTRODUCTION

Parks,trails, and open spacesystemscan have a strongimpacton neighborhoods and are
essentialcomponentsof a healthy community. Rosemountrecognizesthat the provision of
adequategpark,recreationppenspaceandtrail connectiongretoolsto helpcreatea high qualityof
life for the peopldivingandworkingin thecity.

The Ci t par&sslefine neighborhoodsopffer recreationopportunities,and serveas open space
andwildlife habitat.R 0 s e m oparksacdas neighborhoodyatheringpoints and strengtherthe
senseof community Rosemounts committedto meetingitsr e s i deedsandp@nningwisely
for the future.As such this planis designedo helpcontinuethe traditionof qualityparks trailsand
openspaces.

In 2018, the City is completing the 2040 Rosemount ComprehensiveGuide Plan. The
Comprehensiv®lan definesthe expectedesidentialcommerciabnd industrialdevelopmentand
containsforecastsfor population,householdand employmengrowth through the year 2040.
This Parks, Trails and Open Spaceplan is an updateto the C i t 20 BarksMasterPlanand
reflectsthe changesn Rosemounsince2008andplansfor the growthforecastethrough2040.

The missionstatementysedin pastparksmasteiplans,remainsan appropriateguidefor the 2018
plan:

0 T dpurposeofthe Rosemount Park S)stem isto provide acomprehersive, balanced, well
maintained sysem of parks, natural/open spaces, trails and leisure oriented
activities/programsforthe city resdentstouseandenjoy . o

The 2018ParksSystenPlanis intendedo actasa useffriendlyguideto decisiormakingregarding
the future needsdevelopmentienovationand preservatiorof R 0 s e m oparks tradlssand open

spacesThe city recognizeghat demographicrecreationand environmentakrends will change
over the nextseverayearsandthosechangesvill affectpark,trail andopenspaceneedsThis plan

will help set the framework for these future improvementsand will increaseefficiency by

establishing longtermvisionandpriorities.

The following goalshavebeenidentifiedto assiswith the developmenof the
plan:

A Continueto developcomprehensiveark trailsandopenspacesystenmhatmeetshe
need®f theexpandingommunity.

A Meetourc o mmu markstyaisandopenspacaeedshroughproactive
planningpartnershipandresponsiblepending.

A Continueto createacommunitythatiswellconnectedby trails sidewalksyikelanes
andotherpedestriafriendlyamenitiesvhichwouldincludemorecrosswalkand /*
crosswalkwith flashindights.

A Createandfollow standardfor city parksthatincludehavingaparkarea withidz mile

walkingdistancef allhomesn theurbandevelopea@reaof the City.

Preservegrotectandenhanceur naturabreaesources. *

Continugo investin the future obur parkstrailsandopenspacehroughhigh g

levelf maintenancandanactiveCapitalmprovemen®lan.

Do o
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A Enhancesustainabilitthroughenergyonservatiorhestmanagememiracticeand C‘
useof environmentallfriendlyproductgchemicalspracticesindequipment.

A Maximizeefficientuseof parkandrecreatiorfacilitieghroughschedulingandthe a‘
additionof sustainable irrigatiamdlighting. .

A Adoptpoliciego assurabalancef facility developmeaindanequitablallocatiorof
fieldsandfacilities.

SECTIONS OF THE PLAN
Sectionl Providesan Introduction, a reviewof previousplans, and a summary of the
goalssection®f theplanandsourcesf information.

Section?2 Containsinformationabout Community Characteristics suchasthe regionaland
localsettings,existingparks, descriptionof major stakeholderand partners,and
growthforecast.

Section3 |Is the Parks and Trails System Framework This includespark and trail
classificationpark acreagestandardspark serviceareacriteria, previousplanning
efforts. Thesestandardsre usedin assessingommunityneedsand planningthe
futureparksystem.

SectioM Is the Needs Assessmentsand Recommendations. Includedare a summaryof
the communityinput, a reviewof localtrends,a table of core park areaneedsand
recommendatiorisasedn the applicatiorof the parkandtrail systenframework.

Section5 Is the System Plan. The plan includesrecommendationgor new park land
acquisitionand developmentrenovationor improvementsf existingparks, new
trailconstructionparkfinancingandimplementatioactions.

SOURCESOF INORMATION
The City of Rosemountvantedto be surethat this park planrepresentethec 0 mmu meetisy 6 s
anddesiresThat goalresultedn a commitmentto gathercommunityinput aboutdesiredor the
existingand future park systemThe following sourceswere usedto provide insight on issues
associatedith growthandparksppenspacetrailsandrecreatiorn Rosemount:

a. Community Meetings - 2 public meetingswere held to gather input regarding
parks, trails and openspaceTwo park planningmeetingsvereheld. The first meeting
washeld on October16, 2017, and the secondwas held on October 23, 2017. These
meetinggaveresidentghe opportunityto providetheirinputontheC i tpgrksgailsand
openspaces.

b. Parks and Recreation Commission Input - Throughoutthe planning process,the
RosemountParksand RecreatiorlCommissionoversawthe preparationof the plan. The
Commissiorworkedwith city staffandthe communityto provide guidanandinput.

c. Staff Input - City staff usedtheir knowledgeof the Ci t par&ssystemcurrenttrends
and the understandingf the C i t pgténsalfor growthto providethe basisof developing
theplan.
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COMMUNITYCHARACTERISTICS

Communitycharacteristicare shapedby peopleand their surroundingsRosemounts home to
activepeople,good parks,strong schoolsand solid infrastructureThe regionaland local settings,
existingparks,descriptionof major stakeholderand partners,and growth forecastare described
below.

REGIONAL SETTING
Rosemounts borderedby Apple Valleyto the westand by EaganandInver Grove Heightsto the
north. Thesecities have highly developedpark and trail systems.The MississippiRiver and
NiningerTownshipform the easterrborderof RosemountEmpireand Vermillion Townshipsare
locatedto the southof Rosemount.

Dakota County Parksis the implementingagencyfor regionaparks and trails in and around
Rosemount.The locations of the current and proposed county parks, North/South Urban
Regionallrail and the Dakota County MississigpiverTrailare showion Appendix B.

Many of the Dakota County Parksare locatednearRosemountLebanonHills RegionalPark is
locatedon the north borderof the city, SpringLakeParkReserves locatedn the northeastorner
of RosemountDakotaWoodsOff LeashDog parkandWhitetailWoodsParkarelocatedsouthof
Rosemounin Empire township.RegionalParkssuchas LebanonHills Park, SpringLake Park
ReserveDakota Woods and Whitetail Woods are designedto provide natural resourcebased
recreatiorandeducatiompportunities.

CITY OF ROSEMOUNT
In 2018,Rosemounis a developingcommunityof approximately4,295 people. The city is
locatedin the eastcentralportion of DakotaCountyand on the developingedgeof the southeast
portion of the Twin City metropolitarareaThe westerrpartof the city is largelydevelope@ndthe
easterrportion is devotedprimarilyto agricultureppen spaceand industrialuses.The downtown
areais locatedaround the intersectionof Highway 3 and 145" Streetand containsa mix of
businessgesidentiapublicandinstitutionalises.

Two major land owners,Flint Hills Resourcesnd the Universityof Minnesota(U of MN) own
approximately,500acresof landin the city (30% of the areaof the city). These areas are
primarily undevelopednd contributeto the openand agricultural character of the city. In
2007, Flint Hills Resourcedonated57 acresof agriculturalandto the City of Rosemounto be
usedasthe sitefor anoutdoorathleticfacility.

The primary focus of land use for UMORE Park, the University of Minnesotaproperty in
Rosemount,has beenagriculturaresearchThe Universityis currentlylooking a developing a
portion of their land for residentialand industrialdevelopmentThe UMORE property also is
home to the Lone Rock Trail, and the UMORE Propertyjust south of Rosemountis now
preservedpen spacemanagedy the DNR as a Wildlife Managemen#Area. A portion of the
UMORE propertyis beingincludedasan areaof developmenh thismasteplan.



Rosemoun2040ComprehensivBlan Chapte© ¢ Parks,Trails& Open Space

SCHOOLS

RosemountHigh School, RosemountMiddle School, Rosemount Elementary School and
ShannonParkElementarySchoolare part of IndependenSchoolDistrict 196 and are all located
in RosemountThe schoolsiteshavea numberof athletic/recreatioffiacilitiesthat supplementity

facilities and are generallyavailablefor public use during periodsof nonschooluse. Dakota
County TechnicalCollege(DCTC) is locatedon County Road42 near Akron Avenueand has
expandedheir campusto includerecreatiorandsportsfacilitiesfor their studentsandthe greater
communityln the fall of 2007 IntermediateSchoolDistrict 917 educatingtudentsn gradesK-12,
constructeda new schoolin RosemountSt.J o s e Bchodls a private K-8 school alsoin

Rosemounthat built a newschoolin 2009.Opportunitiesto partnerwith local educationaéntities
on the developmentcosts and use of recreationaffacilities should continue to be pursued.
Rosemountirst Baptist Church and Schoolalsohaveoutdoor recreatiorfacilitiesthat could be
availabléo the community.

EXISTING PARK SYSTEM
Rosemounturrentlyhas30 parkstotaling540acresThe parksarelocatedprimarilyin the western
and central portions of the city. The parks and trails provide a wide range of recreation
opportunitiesto Rosemountesidentsareaemployeeandvisitors.Appendix A containsa map of
the existingparks.A detailedistingof parkamenitieswith an updatedparksmapare publishedbn
a quarterlybasisin theC i t ParkisandRecreatiobrochureandarealsoavailableat the Parksand
RecreatioepartmenandontheC i tweldite.

EXISTING TRAIL SYSTEM
R 0 s e motraih dysiemis a wellused combinationof internal park trails, trails connecting
neighborhoodsnd countytrails.In 2010,the RosemounCity Counciladopteda Pedestriarand
BicycleMasterPlan that identifiesall existingtrails and sidewalksn the city, as well as those
placesin thedevelopedgartsof the town wheresidewalk@ndtrailsareneededThe trailsinclude
pavedoff-streetrails,striped orstreebikelanesandunpaved trails naturalreas.

NATURAL RESOURCES
The Cityishometo manyqualitynatural resourcescludingSchwarPondPark,C a r r\Wobdk, s 0
Horseshod&akePark Meadow#$ark the WiklundPreserveSpring Lake Islands Wildlife
Management Areandthe MississippRiver.Youcanfind oaksavannayakwoodlandsyetlands,
andsmallakeghroughouthe City. TheUniversityof MinnesotandFlint Hills Resources
propertiehavenaturakesourceiteshatwarranievaluationandappropriatgrotectionor
managemeirt conjunctiorwith anylandusechangesr significantdevelopmenfosemount has
plannedor developingreenwaySeeAppendixB).

The area betweenHighway 55 and the MississippiRiver contains some significant natural
resourcesRemnantprairieareashigh qualityoak forestsand flood plain forestsare locatedalong

the river valleyand bluffs. Theseareasare hometo a varietyof wildlife. This areais part of the
MississippRiver Critical Area and the MississippNational River and RecreatiorArea (MNRRA)
andhasspecificdandusepoliciesandmanagemerstrategiet preserveéhe uniquecharacteof the
rivercorridor. The Spring Lake Islands Wildlife Management Area is part of a backwater area off the
main channel of the Mississippi River known as Spring Lake.
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In 2006 ,the City developed NaturalAreasMap thatidentifiedthe naturalresourcegh Rosenount
andwasdevelopedo useasa referenceool for preservingor enhancinghe resourcegrior to
development.

HISTORIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

Rosemounhasa rich historywith a stronglink to agricultureandrailroadingR o0 s e movariaty 0 s
of transportatiorconnectiongriver, rail, and highwayspurredindustrialdevelopmentThe Gopher
OrdinancePlantwasbuilt in the southcentralpart of the City duringWorld Warll. The plantwas
closedand the land was conveyedto the Universityof Minnesotafor an agriculturalresearch
center.The property still has physicalevidenceof its former usein the form of, building ruins
and other artifactshat could be suitablefor historicinterpretationeducatiorand recreationalise.
The Gopher Village housing developmenis located near BiscayneWay Road. Someof the
remainingfarmsteadgeflectR o s e m cagriouttuaberitage.Other historic resourcesinclude
the former St. J o s e @haréh gvhichhasbeenconvertedo a communitygatheringspacenamed
theSteepl€enter.

DEMOGRAPHICS
R o s e mopopulatibnsbasedon the most recentcensusconductedin 2010,is youngerand
has a higher percentageof householdswith children than the averagdwin City metropolitan
areacommunity.This hasequatedo currentrequest$or Rosemounto haveactiveparkspaceand
activitiesfor youth and adults.Given the high proportion of existing and forecastedsingle
familyhomes the high percentagef familiesand childrenis likely to continuefor severahsthe
communitygrows.

FORECASTED GROWTH
By 2040,the populationof Rosemounis predictedto reachapproximatel\38,000residentysee
table2.b) Thesenew residentswill createa demandfor municipalservicesncludingparks,trails,
schoolsand open space As the city continuesto develop,additionalneedswill be createdby
commercialindustrial businesgark and other typesof developmentAs the land availablefor
developmentiminishesthe recreationahnd openspaceopportunitiesavailableon the Flint Hills
ResourceandUniversityof Minnesotgropertiewvill becomencreasinglyaluable.

Table 2.b 8 Growth Forecast

Year Population
2020 25,900
2030 31,700
2040 38,000
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PARK, TRAILS AND OPEN SPACESYSTEM FRAMEWORK

Decisionsaboutparks,trails and open spaceaffect the entire communityand if madewiselycan
helpincreaseualityof life andenhancehe senseof community. Thereforejt is importantto have
a setof guidelinego usein decisiormaking.The following frameworkwaspreparedo actasa
guidefor the preparatiomf the parkplanandfor on-goingdecisiormaking.

The frameworkcriteriaare basedon nationalstandardset by the NationalRecreatiorand Parks
Association(NRPA) with a strong influence of local needsand conditions. As such, this
frameworkshouldbe usedas aguideandshouldbe adjustedasedn communityneedstrends etc.
It is assumedhat residents)and developersgity staff, commissionsand officials will use this
frameworkand knowledgeof local conditionsas they face decisionsabout parks,trails or open
space.

OVERALL PARK ACREAGE STANDARDS
The NRPA typicallycallsfor an acceptedangeof overall park acreageer populationranging
from aminimum of 10 acresper 1,000populationsto 20 or more acresper 1,000populations.
These park acreagefigures are for the core park systemof miniparks, neighborhood
parks/playfieldsand athletic complexes/communitparks. They do not includetrail corridors,
greenwayspecialiseparks,schoollands,regionalparksor conservatiorareas.This overallfigure
shouldbe viewedasa benchmarlandshouldoe adjustedasedn localneedsindtrends.

GENERAL PARK AND TRAIL CRITERIA
Thefollowingcriteriaareapplicabl¢o all parkandtrail areas.

A The locationof parksand trailswill be determinedy the city usingthis plan asa guide.
Park land shall be suitablefor its intendeduse. This meansadequatesize, parcelshape,
soils,slopeaccesandrelationshifpetweeracilitiesn the parkandto adjacentanduses.

A Park land shall be continuousand undividedby roadwaysrailroad tracks, pipelines,or
otherimpassibler unusabl®arriers.

A Whenparklandis dedicatedby a developerthat developeiis requiredto gradethe park
land and pave accessand perimetertrails (not internal park trails) and neighborhood
sidewalksindadjoiningightsof way. All constructiormustmeetcity specifications.

PARK CLASSIFICATIONS
R o s e mparksaredlassifie@dccordingo theiruseandfunctionandaredescribedh table
3.a.

Table 3.a
E%[gsification zse- _ E(r_:‘en'éllce Slze i%rggl Slte_ _ _
- [=

vinpark |G 1R [GGR?| 02008 TypeayrReniheriensiy
serves mile doesnot haveaccest a
concentrated | radius neighborhood
populatior(i.e. parkor asa
totsor seniors) supplemerib a
or geographic neighborhoogbark.
area.Usedin
areasvhere
geographic
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barrierprevent
acces® a

neighborhood
park.

Neighborhood
Park/Playfield

Athletic
Complex

Basiaunit of
thepark
system,
developedor
bothactive&
passive
activities.
Desigrcriteria
should
anticipatehe
changing
demographic
profilesof the
neighborhood
servedasto
provide
appropriate
facilitiesFocus
on formaland
informal

activities.
Areafor
intensely
programmed

recreation
facilitiesand
usesuchas
athletidields,
swimming
pools.etc.
Separate
athletidields
complexeare
typically
providedor
youthandfor
adultsFields
aretypically
lightedfor
eveningise.

1/2miled
1/3 mile
average
Radius

Community
Wide

4t017
acres

251080
acres

3to5

3to5

Easilyaccessibke the
neighborhooghopulation
with safewalkingand
bikingaccesatilizingtrail
networks Parkingacilities
to provideaccesand
minimizeon-streeparking.

Site should be suited

for intense

developmenthat is easily

accessibk®
the population

it is

intendedto servelocated
nearhightraffic areasuch
as schools and major

thoroughfares.
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_ Areapossessing Community | 20080 [ 3to5 Sitetypicallyaffordsavariety

CommunityParll naturabualities] Wide acres of natural _ ]
conduciveo Leoagil%irveggvelkdramedsons,
Eeetzsrse’lgﬁonal drainagevaried _
activities topograph_ﬁndaccessmle

' to pedestriaand
vehiculatraffic.

Conservanoyr | Areapossessin( SiteSpecific | Depends | Varies | Significanhaturabreashat

Preservéands | naturalqualities on merit
preser\/eﬂ)r resource preservaﬂoandWOUldbe
environmental adversely
openspacer ’ affectecbydevelopment.

) Oftenflourishwhenaccess
aesthetic islimitedor controlled
EZLFI’“O“S:SS accessviaybeguidedoya

conservatioeasemerdr
should t.)e othergovernmendirected
C(_)mpatlble restrictions.
withthe
preservatioof
theresource.

Greenways Privatelyor Sitespecific& | Sufficient | Varies | Corridorsusedo protect,
publicly” community | width for enhancand
ownedcorridors| wide intended link naturaresourceand
of features.
openspacéhat use.
oftenfollows
naturaland or
waterfeatures
andwhichare
primarily
managetb
protectand
enhanceatural
resources.

LinearParks Linearparksand| Sitespecific% | Sufficient | Varies | Builtor naturatrail corridors,
open community | widthfor usedo link
spaces wide intended parkspaturaresource
developedor use.Min. sitesand/or community
varyingmodes 15- 30 facilitiessuchasschools,
of recreational feetwide librariesandcommercial
travelsuchas areaCertainusesuchas
walking, wildlifecorridorsrequire
biking,skiing, sufficientwidthto ensure
in-lineskating properfunction.
etc.or for
preservatioof
wildlife
corridors,
streamsgtc.

10
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Speciadlse

HistoricSites

Highly
specializedse
areassuchas

community
golfcourses,
swimming
pools,splash
padsarenas,
gardens,
plazasand
other
specialized
recreation
uses.

Areasetaside
for .
preservingnd

interpreting
historical
featuresuch
aslandscapes
and
architecture.

Community

wide

Community

wide

Variable

Variable

Varies

Varies

SiteSpecific

Sizeshouldbeadequate
provide .
supportfacilitiessuchas
picnicareas,

parkingetc.

TRAILS CLASSIFICATIONS

Trailsareclassifiedasedn their function,designandlocation.The mostpopulartrailsarefor pedestrians
and bicycles.There are separatedrails (parallelsidewalksand bikeways)within the same corridor,
combinedtrails (pedestrianand bikeson the sametrail), bike lanes(pavedshouldernext to the street),
unpavednaturetrails and specialsetrails (crosscountry ski, horseand snowmobile)Trail classifications
and criteriaare summarizedn Table3.b. The Ci t tiails a&re designedo connectneighborhoodsparks,
schoolsand commerciabreasThe major trails can be usedfor recreationand transportationpurposes.
Trails within parkswill be determinedaspart of the specificpark design.Trail land shallbe of sufficient
width and slopeto accommodat& Owdde trailsandappropriatédouffer areasGeneralguidelinesncludea

minimumtrail corridoror bufferareaof 1 5380ahda maximunslopeof lesghan5 percent.

Table 3.b- Trail ClassificationSystem

Trail Classifications | Location and Use| Surtace Width Slope | Notes
Clasg - Separate Off - street Bituminoun 5-6 feetfor 0-5%pedestrig)
pedestriaand bituminous | pedestrians | 0-3%bike
bicycldrails. andconcrete| 8-10feetfor
bicycles

Clasdl - Combined | Off - street Bituminous | 89 10feet 0-3%average
pedestrian 8% maximum
andbicycldrail.
Clasgll - Bikeway | On-streetoneway | Stripedane | 68 10feet Slopeo match | Oneway
lane. perside nextto road lanes

vehicldane _
Naturetrail. Withinparksand | Aggregate, | 48 12feet 0-5%desirable

conservatioareas wotodfc ip 10%maximum
ortur

11
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Crosscountry skirail [ Withinparksand | Snow 109I147eeto [ U-I5%+, Diagonal
conservatioareas variedor one | depending andskate
or two way upondifficulty | tracks.
Snowmobilérail Off - street Snow 10-14feet 0-10%+
Horsetrall Off - street Turf orwood| 10feet 0-10%-+ 12foot
chips overhead
clearance

12
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NEEDS ASSESSMENTAND RECOMMENDATIONS

This sectionanalyze®R 0 s e m oeuistiigpasks, trails and open spaceneedsbasedupon the
Parks Trails and Open SpaceSystemFrameworkcontainedin Section3. Community input,
growth forecast&nd recreationtrendsare usedin conjunctionwith the frameworkstandardgo
define existingandfuture park needsRecommendettail locationsare determinedoy analysisof
destinationocationgparks schoolsneighborhoodsshoppingetc.),the plannedroadwaynetwork,
the physicaterrainandbarriersandopportunities.

RECREATION TRENDS
Recreationinterestsand patrticipation are influenced by many factors. Age, accesgo facilities,
amount of leisuretime, interestan the environment, new recreation technology, income and
socialtrendsallinfluencerecreatiorparticipation.Manyparkusersarelookingfor qualityrecreation
closeto home,but arewilling to travelto obtainbetterqualityor more specializedctivitiesRecent
concernregardingthe environmentaimpactof vehicletravel and the benefitsof exercisere
encouraginghanymorepeopleo walkandbicycldor transportatiomswellasfor leisure.

RecreationTrends in Rosemountd Recreatiomarticipationin Rosemountvill continueto grow
asthe communitygrows. The following trendshavebeennotedby city staffandalsorecentpublic
input.

Trailusecontinuego increase (walkinginningandbiking).

Thereisagrowingnteresin havepublic arbeusedasaparkamenity.
Preservingndprotectingopenspacendnaturakesourcesimportant.
Youthsportsarecontinuingo growin popularity.

Requestlor youthathletidieldsandextendedeasonsf playareincreasing.

Adult softballparticipatiomumbersareshrinkinghroughouthe state.

Community Garden Plots continue to be popular and are located in many neighborhood parks.
TheCityhasreceivedequestfor additionabutdooriceskatingopportunities

Requestbor largeparkshelterentalfhaveincreasedndarenot beingmet.
Youthsportstournamentiavebecomea keyfunctionof eachsport

ISD 1960utdoorathleticfacilitiesn Rosemounaresomeof the oldestin the district and
futureexpansiofis verylimited.

Interest in having pollinator gardens in City parks isStaghwill continue to implement
these gardens

Our youtharebecominglisconnecteftom the outdoorsasdefinedin thebooko L a s t
Childin the Wood$) Savingur Childrenfrom NatureDeficitDi s o r Rieha@louy.y
People care about Rosemountds -BR&®arkks whi ch |
program.

Do Do Do Do Do Do o Do Do Do Do Do Do »

COMMUNITY INPUT SUMMARY
The followingis a summanof the input receivedat the public meetingsandfrom the Park and
Recreatio@€ommission.

A Theexistingparksystemsverygood. Keepup the park,trail andfacilitystandardgor the
newgrowthareas.

A Additionalathleticfacilitiesareneeded. Consideffinishingthe developmenof the
propertydonatedy Flint Hills andUMore BallFieldsandstartplanningor nextathletic
complexes.

A Connect theommunityparks(EricksonCentralSchwara n d  C &Voads)scHodb s
facilitiesanddowntowntogethewith trailsto makeoneintegrategystem.

13



Rosemoun2040ComprehensivBlan Chapte© ¢ Parks,Trails& Open Space

Preservepenspacandnaturabreasowbeforetheareasredeveloped.

Continueto workwith partnerson recreatiorfiacility planningnddevelopment.
Continueto provide high quality careand maintenancef the C i t parksand open
spacenvestments.

Keepofferingprogramdike Kids Cornerto keepour childrenactive.

Allow space foart tobedisplayeah public parks.

Increaséreecanopydensityin allparksareas.
Investigatedditionalecreatiompportunitiesn C a r r\WWobdk. d s

Do Bo Bo o Do Do Do

SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS AND FUTURE TRENDS

The followingaresignificanfindingsandlikelyfuture trendsbasecn Rosemountlemographics,

usernnputandstaft:

A Residentarefrequentusersof Rosemounparksand are satisfiedwith the conditionof

theparksystem.
The constructiorof anathleticcomplexon the propertydonatedy FlintsHills Resources
mustmoveforwardto meetthe existingandfutureoutdoorfacilityneedgor youthathletics.
Trail usewill continueto increasenddemandor trailsexpansiorand connections
betweermparksandothercity locationsvill grow.
The Citywill focuson developingustainablparksandoperatiormethods.
Recreationfacility developmentand operations partnerships between government
agenciesschools,organizationsand private corporationswill continueto beimportant
to a comprehensivandefficientparksystenin Rosemount.

Demandor youthathleticactivitiesandfacilitieswill continueto increasasthe City grows.
Rosemounéxpectgo continuehavinga high proportionof familieswith childrenalong
with agrowingnumberof retireedy theyear2040.
Therewill be a needfor new neighborhoodparks,mini parks,athletic
complex/communitparksandnaturabreaso servetheforecastedrowthin Rosemount.
Openspacepreservatioandprotectionarea communitypriority. Key openspaceand
naturakesourceshouldbepreserveth advancer in concertwith development.
The demandand the needfor alternative recreation (i.e. skateboardingdisc golf and
BMX bikingetc.)andspecialseareagswimmingpool, splasthpadspublicart, etc.)should
beevaluatedn acontinuabasis.

S5 S S &

S S S S 8

THE ARTSIN ROSEMOUNT
0 H a wieatgsprogranendathletigsrogrammakea communian enjoyabgacdéo beandt hat 6 s
whelyouseesuccesésir Kenneth Robinson, Ph.D. is an internationallyecognizedeaderin
the developmentof creativity,innovation and human potential. He is currently professor
emeritusat the University of Warwick in the UK, following 12 yearsas professor of
educationHe residesn LosAngeleA.

The artsarepartof e v e r \ife,theugls tnotalwaysasyto see.In Rosemountye have
a very activearts componentin manysectorsof our community.Schoolsdaycares;hurches,
library,Rosemountistorical Society RosemounfArea Seniorsand the RosemouniArea Arts

Council.We haveinvestedin the SteepleCenterasthe centerfor senioractivitiesaswell as
homebasefor theRosemounfreaArts Council.

14
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Arts is defined broadly,not only the classicafine arts one seesin museums, but the

creativity demonstratedoy a broad crosssectionof people of all cultures,ethnicitiesand
backgroundsa melting pot that can createa culturallyrich placeto live, work and play,
attractingand producinga highly creativeworkforcethat will attractmore employeroffering
good jobs in our community.The Park& RecreatiorDepartmentwill work to collaborate
with organizationsthroughout our community that are willing to bring forth creative
experiencefor the community, including all ethnicitiesculturesand backgroundsThe arts
can bring our communityclosertogetherwhich will be particularlyimportantas the City of

Rosemounicontinuesto growand where peoplefrom all kinds of backgroundsvill needto

find commongroundandbondasasinglecommunity.

Someof the goalsof the artscommunity
are:

A Identify andinventoryAtrtists, Creativespublic sectorleadersand other stakeholderi
our communitywho can help build and provide an environmenthat is conduciveto
creativevork;

A Work to provide opportunitiesfor Artists, Creativesand Businesspeopleto come

togetherto explore,createand initiate a plan for buildinga sectorof the economyof

Rosemounthroughthearts;

Fostempartnershipbetweerusinesandtheartisticcommunity;

Build or renovatea substantiasizedbuildingand groundsto serveasa CreativitylLab

where tools are availablefor peopleto testtheir creativityand potentiallyspin off

entrepreneuridbusinessesuch as a culinaryarts section,a woodworkingsection,a
landscapingection,as well as more traditionalart, meetingspacedor rent, possibly
office assistancéor hire. The possibilitiesare limitless.Collaboratiorwith DCTC and

MCI arepossibilitieaswell.

A Provide a wide variety of arts experienceso the community,both arts that are

enjoyedthrough viewing and listening(concertsart exhibits,etc.),and also through

handson participationand the act of creating(classesyangingfrom cuttingedgenew
technologieso time-honoredhistoricalarts, suchas papermakingpookmakingtatting,
beadingsilverd smithing, block printing, silkscreeningweaving,crocheting,quilting,
potteryandotherhandwork, aswell ascurrenttraditionalartssuchaspainting,drawing,
photographygetching, mosaicsglasslowing with our own glasslowing studio, and
sculpture.We would like to explore arts from aroundthe world and exhibit them.

Properlydone,this could serveasmakingRosemounan artsdestinatioranda revenue

generator.

Providea biennialcommunityproject for all communitymembersto come together

andhelpcreateapermanent piead communityartto bedisplayedh apublicplace;

Assurethat all agegroupsand all cultureshaveequalopportunitiesto flex and build

theircreativenuscle.

Providemeasurements our succesannuallypothin termsof participatiorandrevenue.

We envisionRosemoungasan Arts and Creativitylncubator,and a regionaldestination

for manypeopleandarole-modelfor othercommunitiesn thecomingdecades.

> Do
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FUTURE SERVICE AREA NEEDS
The RosemounComprehensivllanidentifiesan abundancef new developmentakingplacein
Rosemounin future years.The majority of the developmentvill take placeEast of Highway3
andon both the North and Southsidesof CountyRoad42, Eastof Akron Avenueand north of
CountyRoad42, Eastof Highway52 and southof CountyRoad42 andis identifiedin the Parks,
TrailsandOpen SpacesearctAreaMapincludedasAppendix C.

Future Park, Trails and Open Space Needs - Park needsare basedon recreationinterests,
populationand householddemandor geographialistributionand physicalfeaturesFor example,
a new neighborhoodpark is designedto serve a population of 1,000to 2,000 people or
approximatel\300 - 650 householdsThe frameworkstandardslsocall for neighborhoogarksto
be locatedwithin 1/2 - 1/3 mile of most residentsPark serviceareasare generalguidesto the
geographiareathatthe parkshouldserve.

Needs Based on Recreation and Demographic Trends & Continuedresidentiarowth and a
high proportion of both singlefamily housingmeansa continuedincreasein the number of
householdswith an active lifestyle is expected.The movementof the 0 b alb ¢ 0 mentos 6
retirementalsomeansmore activelife stylesfor retiredadults.This requiresa broad spectrumof
recreationdiacilitiesand activitiedfor youth,teensadults,andretires,on anindividualaswell asin
groupsettings.

Participationin youth athleticshas grown steadilyand is likely to continueto grow as the
community grows. Community growth and increased/outh participationresultsin a need for
baseballsoftball,soccer Jacrossefootball fields, outdoor ice rinks, tennis,pickle ball, basketball,
andvolleyballcourts. Facilitiesare neededfor recreationaplay; leagueplay as well as hosting
tournamentplay.The City is continuingto addresshe needfor sufficientcommunitypark space
for tournamentsndfor the expectedyrowth in organizedathleticsAdditionalcommunityathletic
playfieldswill be neededo meetfuturedemands.

Sport seasonsare becominglonger.Demandfor lacrosseand soccerfields during the baseball
andsoftballseasonémitsthe effectivenessf multiruse(overlappingfelds.

Many peopleare interestedn passiveand natural resource based recreation such as hiking,
nature study, bird watching,fishing, etc. Conservatiorand natural resourcesites are neededto

accommodattheseactivities.The babyboomerg e n e r eetraatmmnterestsare often focused
around healthylifestylesand stayingactive. Their recreationalnterestsinclude walking/running,
bicycling,pickle ball,golfing,bird watchingnaturestudy,communityvolunteeringartsandcultural
activitiesetc.

Needs Comparisonto Framework Standardsd
Table 4.a. evaluateshe existingpark supply and forecasted needs based on the park
classificatioframework.

On paper,Rosemountcurrentlyappeardo meetthe local demandfor parksbasedon national
standardswWhatneedso be reviewedcarefullyis whetherthe amenitiebeingofferedare meeting
the needsof the community.n the 1 9 7 &hd1s9 8 &ndureberof parksweredevelopedhat by
t o d standasdgvouldbe considerednini parksandmostlikelynot usedfor organizeevents.
Furthermore,
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a largeamountof the landin the parkssystemis manageas preserve®r conservancjands.A
numberof regionaparksor protectepenspacearealsolocatechearRosemount.

Between2018 and 2040 additional neighborhoodparks/playfields athletic complex land, and
community park lands are neededto meet forecastedyrowth and residentneeds.A total of
approximatelyl16 - 697 additionalcore park acreswill be neededby 2040.A carefulreview of
additional needs should be conductedbasedon the current number of multiple use fields,
overlappindields, frequentschooluse of schoolfacilities(limiting generabpublic availabilityand
the needfor field maintenancand refurbishing(field qualitydeclinegapidlywith overuse)Local
needsare often a more appropriatebenchmarkhan generalframeworkstandards.The input
from park usersand existingfacility usemayindicatea greateror lessemneedfor certaintypesof
facilities.

Due to the size of theland holdingsand use of Flint Hills Resourcesand the University of
Minnesotaproperty, portions of theselargeland areasmay be suitablesites for a community
athleticcomplex/communityparksor other park or open spaceuse.Parks,trails and open space
protectionshouldbeincorporatednto anylanduseor developmenthangesn these properties.

Table 4.a - Existing Core Park Area and 2040Area Needs by Park
Classification

Existing | Existingneedg 2040 FutureNeeds

(Recommended
# of sites)

Population 24,295 24,295 38,000

Parkclassificatioand

land/ perl,00Ccapital

Mini-park l4acres |[60d12acres | 11.2H22.5acrey 1-4 acreg2parks)

0.2580.5ac./1,00(pop.

Neighborhood 118acres | 728 120acres 1356 225acres | 590 149acreg11

Park/Playfields parks)

CommunityPark 73acres | 728 120acres 1353 225acres | 620 152acre42

3-5ac./1,00(op. parks)

AthleticComplex 170acres | 726 120acres 1350 225acres | 600 115acreg2

3-5ac./1,00Qop. parks)

Conservancy/Preserve | 165acres | Varies Varies Varies

Lands

OverallParkArea

10-20ac./1,00(op. 540acres | 2400 480 4500 900acres | 1810 420acres

acres

SupplementalOutdoor Recreation Facilities d Local schoolsand churchesalsohaverecreation
facilities that can supplementcity recreationfacilities. In the past, they have been primarily
designedor the ownersuse,but arealsoavailablgo the public dependingupon the ownersneeds
andfacilityavailability.
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OTHER FACILITIES
SpecialUse Parks - The needfor specialseparksor facilitiesis an on-goingprocesshasedon
staff, Commissionstakeholdei&and public input and changingrecreationneeds.Thesetypes of
needsmightinclude skateparks, outdoor pools, splashpads,BMX biking, disc golf, etc. These
activitiesareoftenmore appropriate communityparks.

Facilities for Thosewith SpecialNeeds d Facilitieduilt specificallyo meethe speciaheed®f
parkusersaresomethinghatshouldberevieweanddiscussedn anongoingoasis Theseaypesof
facilitiesmightincludeareasull accesballfields, zerslope loopettails,etc. Theopportunityto
partnemwith localschooldistrictsnon-profit servicgroviderspthersn the communityto develop
thesaypesof facilitieds somethinghe City shouldpursue.

Swimming Pool/Splash Pad - The Citiesof Eagan,Apple Valley and Hastingshave outdoor
swimming pools and/or aquaticparks. Dakota County, the City of Lakevilleand the City of
Burnsvilleoperatebeachest locallakes.Given the closeproximity to thesemajor outdoor pools

and public beachesatthistimeit is questionablé a public outdoorpool in Rosemountvouldget
sufficient useto justify the large initial expenseand the on-going operatingcosts. Given the
presencef the nearbyoutdoor pools,a feasibilitystudy shouldbe conductedio determinewhat
type of aquatidacility (indooror outdoor)if any,shouldbe pursuedThe City currently hosts a very
popular splash pad in Central P&t&ffwill continue to look for ways to efficiently operate the pad,
includingthe installation of a recirculating water system.
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THE SYSTEM PLAN

The RosemountParks,Trails and Open SpacePlan will guidethe parks,trails and open space
acquisitiorand developmenthroughthe year2040. The Planis basedon forecastedyrowth and
a flexible park systemframeworkto createa pleasingand accessiblasystemof parks,trails and
open spacefor new and existing residents, employeesand visitors. The Plan contains
recommendatiorier:

A Additionsto existing parkandopenspace
A Newpark trailsandopenspacealevelopmendndlandacquisition
A Systenfundingandparkdedication

THE PARKS,TRAILS AND OPEN SPACESYSTEM PLAN
The plan map showsexistingand proposedpark areastrails and other site specificopportunities.
Theproposegarklocationsareshownon Appendix C.

SYSTEMPLAN RECOMMENDATIONS
The following recommendationfor new parks arebasedon the park systemframeworkand
standardandtheneedsnalysis.

A Mini-Parks: 7 new mini-parksare neededto meetthe recreationneedsof the forecast
growthto 2040 The distributionof theseparksis shownon the RosemounPark, Trail and
OpenSpacéapasAppendix C.

A Neighborhood Parks/Playfields: 11 new neighborhoodparks are neededto meetthe
recreatiomeedsof the forecastedyrowthto 2040.Staffwill needto work with developers
andlandownergo acquirelandfor new parksin accordanceith the searcharealocations
shownon Appendix C.

A Community Athletic/Community Parks: Thereis a needfor 122to 267 acresof athletic
facility/communitypark land to meetfuture communityneeds.lt is importantto acquire
landfor theseparksin advancef developmenbecauseof the large amountof land they
will require.Potentialsitesshould havegood vehicularaccesshe relativelyleveland have
appropriateadjacentand uses.The site should meetthe criteriaestablishedn the Park,
TrailsandOpenSpace&ystentramework.

9‘ A Conservation Areas: 1 new conservatioropportunity areai s identified. Thearea contains

key natural resourcesthat should be considered fompreservatioandopened to the

public. Dependingipon the location and naturalfeaturesthe conservatiorareamay also
function as passiveuse community park. The locations of these proposed conservation
areasare shown on as Appendix C. Consideracquisitionand/or preservatiorof the site

with conservatioreasements/Vhenfeasiblethe city shouldevaluatehesetypes ofsites,seek
funding for acquisitionand acquire the priority sites the partnershipswith non-profit,

governmentair privateagencies.
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9‘ AGreenways:The City of Rosemountparticipatedin the GreenwayStrategicPlan.The
GreenwayStrategicPlan seeksto establisha systemof interlinked natural resource
featuresand corridors throughout Dakota County. Implementationof the greenwayplan
is recommendedhrough a cooperativepartnershipthrough the commitmentof the city,
localresidentandgreenwagredandowners.

a‘ ATrails: The proposedtrail systemshould be designedto connect neighborhoodsto

: parks,shoppingand schoolsto adjacent o0 mmu rirails andreggionaltrails.Most new
trails areexpectedo be Classll sharedpedestrian/bikgpavedtrails. Therewill alsobe a
need for internal trails within parks and unpaved nature trails in larger parks and
conservatioareaskeycomponentso developing.comprehensivieail systenwill include:

)l

=a =4 -8

Acquireanddevelop traitorridorsandlinearparksin accordancwith the
future roadwaysglentifiedin the CompPlan.

Implementhe Greenwayplansasidentifiedn the RegionatonteximapAppendix B
Buildlooptrailswithin parksthatconnecparkfeaturesndfacilities.

Ensurethattrail connectionareprovidedrom developmentt® proposed parks.
Interconnecexistingandfuture parksandtrailsto potentialgreenwaysyetlands
andotherpassiveecreationalpportunities

Work with DakotaCountyto continueto constructa trail paralleito CountyRoad
42.Near Highway52, the CountyRoad42 will travel north of the CR42/TH52
interchangeo avoidthe proposetluturecloverleaintersectiomesign.
Continuemplementationf theC i tPgd@striaimprovemen®lan(Trailsand
SidewallPlan)improvemenProgram.

IMPROVEMENTS AND RENOVATIONS TO EXISTING PARKS

It is importantto planand budget for future renovation along with new park development.
Parkfacilitiessuchasplay equipmentshelterbuildingsfencing,paving,etc. havea finite life span
and standalone comprehensivecapital replacementschedulefor parks and trails (i.e. play
equipmentlasts about 20 years)should be implementedand updated on aregularbasis.Park
revitalizationneedsshould be continually evaluatedby on-site observationsand input from

residentsParksand Recreatiolommissioners§;ity Councilandstaff.

EXPLORE ACQUISITION AND DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIPS
Continueand expandpartnershipsvith the SchoolDistrict 196 and 917, Dakota County,Dakota
CountyTechnicalCollege Flint Hills Resourceand the Universityof Minnesotafor future park,
trailand openspacecquisitioranddevelopment.
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PRESERVE AND RESTORE NATURAL RESOURCES

The City should create management plans for our City lands that are home to quality natural
resources. Staff will continue the efforts to identify and eradicate invasive species on City owned
property. Educating ldowners about invasive species and management strategies will be key in

controlling further spread of the invasive species.

EXPLORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR HISTORIC SITES

Evaluatethe potentialfor preservatiorof significanthistoricalor culturalsites.Continueto work

with the RosemountHistorical Societyto preserveR o s e mohistory.@ossiderRo s e mount 6 s
agriculturalrailroadand communityhistorywhennamingacquiringor developinduture parks.For
instance,some parks could be namedfor prominentsettlersof the land or an agricultural
designthemecould beincorporatednto anewplayground.

PARK IMPROVEMENT/RENOVATION FUNDING AND PARK DEDICATION
Funding of park land acquisitionand developmenis done through a variety of sourcesPark
dedicatiorfrom newdevelopmengeitherlandor cash)s the primaryfundingsourcefor new parks
and trails. City generafunds are typicallyusedfor renovationof existingparksand trails. Grant
fundsshouldbe soughto helpsupplementity fundsfor certairprojects.

PARKSDEDICATION ORDINANCE
Whennewresidentiakommercial, industrial, busingaskor othersubdivisiongreproposedthe City
requiresledicatiorof parkland ortrailswhereshownon the RosemounParkand TraiPlanmapsor as
recommendeby the RosemounParks& Recreatio@€ommissiormndapprovedy the City Council.
Wheregeneraparkservicaaredocationareshownon the Parks;TrailsandOpenSpacenapidentifiedin
Appendix C, theexacextentandlocationof the parklandwill be determineé@ndrecommended through
detailecanalysiandreviewby City staff. Whereit isdecidedhatpark,trail or openspacéandisnotto be
dedicatedhe Citywill requirecashin lieuof land paymerdeterminedytheC i togdiGamceelating to
parkdedicatiorandafeewhichissetannuallyn theC i tFge@sdFeePolicy. Whereamix of cashand
landdedicationsrequiredihe City will calculat¢he pro-ratedcashdedicatiorsharébasedn theland
dedicatioramount.

Park dedicationfunds shouldbe usedfor constructionof new park and trail facilities.The funds
shouldnot be usedfor facility replacementr for renovationof existingparksunlessadditional
capacitys theresultof theimprovement.

General Funding 0 It is importantto allocatesufficientcapitalfrom the GeneralFundto cover

capitalfacilityrepairandreplacemenilhe importanceof GeneraFundsfor renovatiorwill increase
asR o s e marksandtrsilsage Rosemounshould be proactiveand planandbudgetfor park

renovationand replacemenbf facilitiessuchas parkinglots, trail re-paving,play equipmentand

parksheltersgtc.

Grants 0 Somecity park constructionprojectsand land acquisitionsare eligiblefor supplemental
grantfunds. County, state federaland non-profit grantprogramsare the major sourceof grants

for park development,conservationand special recreation land acquisition and trail and

pedestrian/bikebridgeconstruction.Thesegrant programsmay requirea local match and have

limited funds, and there is intensecompetitionfor theselimited resourcesThe City should

continue to evaluatethe suitability of proposedacquisitionor developmentfor these grant

opportunities.
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Referendum & A bond referendums a specialelectionthat allowsvotersto determineif they
want to increasetheir property taxesto help pay for bonds which fund selectedpublic
improvementge.gsuchas park and trail developmenbr acquisitionof conservatiorareasand
open space).In generalpark bond referendumsare used to fund larger communitywide
projects(suchas a community center,aguaticscenter, sport complex,conservatiorareastrails
and greenwaysgtc.) or a rangeof park improvementprojectssuch as renovationof multiple
parks. This is an option for Rosemountdependingipon the specificprojectneedsand fiscal
situation.

Partnerships 8 Whereappropriateand feasible partnershipgor acquisitionand developmenbf

communityfacilitiescan reducethe up-front costto the city and lessenthe on-going operating
costsof recreationfacilities.The detailsof use, cost sharingand maintenancend other issues
determine  the suitability and feasibility  of potential partnerships.
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Appendix A

Existing ParksMap
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Appendix B

Regional Context Map
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Appendix C

Rosemount Park,Trail and Open SpacePlan Map
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