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Last month | described some of the ways the City of Rosemount is trying to help its residents conserve
water. | want to update you on a contest that ends this weekend to give us all a little extra incentive to
be careful with the water we use.

| have joined the National Mayor’s Challenge for Water Conservation, organized by the Wyland
Foundation to give communities a way to remind all of us to save water and energy and reduce
pollution.

Between now and this Saturday, you can visit www.mywaterpledge.com to show your family’s support

for conservation. And there are prize drawings for residents of the cities that have the highest
participation rates.

To be honest, we’re up against stiff competition. Many cities have participated previously, and a lot of
them are from parts of the country like the southwest, where residents are reminded of the impact of
droughts every day.

But even here in Minnesota, with our rich resources of water, our supply is at risk over the long term.
We must be mindful of how we use water and how we can avoid wasting it.

Rosemount, like most surrounding cities, draws its water from the aquifer hundreds of feet
underground. It’s a much more affordable system for the City and its utility customers than it would be
to bring in river water.

But the aquifers serving the Twin Cities are being depleted by high demand for water. That could affect
future utility bills and the region’s ability to grow.

We discussed this in January at a meeting of a committee | belong to at the Metropolitan Council. The
Council’s projections tell us that if the Twin Cities cut total water use per person (including commercial



and industrial uses) down to 90 gallons a day, we can sustain the region’s needs through 2040. Current
use for the metro as a whole is 125 gallons daily.

A good time to start watching our water use is now. Demand is always highest in the summer months.
Rosemount’s residential consumption of water per person has shown a healthy decline over the past
few years, although part of that depends on how dry and hot the summers get.

You may recall that we had a few summers in the previous decade in which we had to ask residents to
avoid sprinkling lawns so we could protect our supply of water for firefighting and drinking. Today such a
request is less likely. The City invested in new facilities, and we continue to plan new wells and storage
tanks for when they are needed. We also continue to plan for our first centralized water treatment
facility to assure the quality of our water.

Even so, we have to enforce Rosemount’s existing watering restrictions. Beginning this weekend, lawn
watering is prohibited from noon to 6 p.m. each day, and limited to odd-even days based on house
numbers at other times.

We need to be careful with all our uses of water. And some of the measures are pretty simple. You can
save four gallons of water a day if we turn off the faucet while you brush your teeth. A ten-minute
shower uses a third or less of the water a bath requires.

| hope you’ll pledge your family to join us and conserve water -- to protect our health, our pocketbooks,
and our future.
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