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One of the goals of the Rosemount City Council is to do what we can to promote sustainability — to
protect the environment and to maintain the financial resources we need to support our quality of life.
As the annual observance of Earth Day approaches, I'd like to tell you about a few new initiatives we’ve
taken toward Rosemount’s sustainability — including one that could give you a big discount on some
purchases for your home.

When | delivered the State of the City address this month, | noted that our residents are already near a
goal set by the Metropolitan Council for water conservation. The Met Council is investigating the
pressures being put on the aquifer hundreds of feet underground that supplies our drinking water.

If we can limit daily water consumption to 75 gallons per person, we will preserve the aquifer and avoid
the great expense of tapping river water. Thankfully, Rosemount’s households are already near that
level.

As an additional incentive, we have joined 18 other cities to offer our residents a rebate on purchases of
devices that consume less water. You can save up to $150 on washing machines and irrigation
controllers and up to $50 on toilets.

Each item has to meet conservation standards set through the Energy Star or WaterSense certification
programs. We’ve put the details on our website at www.ci.rosemount.mn.us/publicworks. Most of the
money comes from a water efficiency grant by the Met Council, and the program ends in June 2017 or
when the grant is used up.

We're improving water consumption on a larger scale, too. The City Council this month approved a
master control system for the City’s irrigation system. That system serves parks and other public spaces,
to the tune of up to 20 million gallons a year. We hope to cut that water use by a quarter.

The new system will observe weather conditions and adjust itself accordingly. So there should be fewer
cases in which you see the sprinklers going during a rainstorm. It will also detect leaks and cut back on


http://www.ci.rosemount.mn.us/publicworks

the hours that workers spend on the system. With all those improvements, it should pay for itself within
six years, and reduce the burden on our water supply.

The City of Rosemount has also just taken steps to save money by entering into contracts with solar
energy companies. More than one-third of the electricity used by City operations will come from solar,
which should lead to rebates on our electric bills over the next 25 years. And we continue to investigate
whether it makes sense to put a solar rooftop system on the Community Center.

We hope to draw on the wisdom of our community for more ways to protect Rosemount’s environment.
| was very impressed by the quality of applicants this year for the commissions that advise the City
Council in its work. | am especially pleased that a number of citizens stepped forward to serve on a new
task force the Council has created to look into projects and policies that are environmentally sound.

For our part, those of us on the Council will continue to keep working to make City operations more
efficient in ways that save money and protect what’s good about our community for our children and
generations to come.
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