
UTILITYCOMMISSION
REGULARMEETINGMINUTES

August15, 2016

CALLTOORDER
PursuanttoduecallandnoticethereoftheregularUtilityCommissionmeetingoftheCityofRosemount

th
wascalledtoorderonAugust15, 2016, at5:32p.m. intheConferenceRoomoftheCityHall, 2875145
StreetWest, Rosemount.   

PresidentConnollycalledthemeetingtoorderwithCommissionersMcDonaldandNelson, Rosemount
MayorDroste, PublicWorksSeniorEngineerTechnicianAnderson, PublicWorksCoordinatorWatson,  
CityCouncil MemberDemuth, EnvironmentandSustainabilityTaskForceMembersGlendeandHiggins,  
andRecordingSecretaryErinFasbenderattending.  

ADDITIONSORCORRECTIONSTOAGENDA
None

AUDIENCEINPUT
None

APPROVALOFMINUTES
MotionbyMcDonald.  SecondbyNelson.   

MotiontoapprovetheminutesoftheJune20, 2016UtilityCommissionmeeting.   
Ayes:  3.  
Nays:  0.  Absent:  0.  Motioncarried.  

OLDBUSINESS
None

6. NEWBUSINESS
6.a. PresentationMetropolitanCouncilRe-useandGroundwaterRechargeintheSEMetro
DebraManningofMetropolitanCouncilEnvironmentalServices (MCES) gaveaninformational
presentationonWastewaterReuse & GroundwaterRechargeintheSoutheastMetroincooperationwith
theCityofRosemount. TheSoutheastMetroReuseStudybeganoutoftheCity’spreviousinterestina
reclaimedwaterpilotproject. Currently, itdoesnotmakeeconomicsensetoreusewaterwhenwehavelow
watercostsandsufficientaccesstogroundandsurfacewater.   

ManningmentionedthestartofthisevaluationstemsfromFlintHillsandwhattheyuseforcoolingwater
andtheconcernwithfutureaquiferlevelsasareasgrow. ManninghasmetwithFlintHillsinthepasttosee
ifthereisawaytoreducethesaltcontentoftheeffluentinordertomakeitusablefortheirpurposes. The
mosteffectivewaywouldbetotreatthewaterthroughreverseosmosis, althoughthataddssignificantlyto
thecostandproduceswastebrinethatneedstobedisposedof.   

MCES’ EmpireWastewaterTreatmentPlant (WWTP) isasecondarytreatmentplant (biologicaloxygen
demandandnutrientreduction) withultravioletdisinfectionandhasanaveragedesignflowof24million
gallonsperdayandcurrentlyaverages10mgd. AnadditionaltreatmentfacilityatWWTPorasatellite
locationisneededforusebetweenEmpire’sWWTPandthereclaimedwateruser.   



MayorDrostestateditmaybehelpfultoincludelargercitieslikeAppleValleyorLakevilletotakepartin
thisstudy.  

MCES’ CurrentWastewaterReuseEvaluationsinCollaborationwithCityofRosemountistoevaluate
reclaimedwaterasanon-potableindustrialwatersupplyinresponsetoindustryrequests. Fromthismodel,  
MCESwillevaluatehowinfiltratingreclaimedwatermaysupplementgroundwaterandsurfacewaterinthe
SEmetro. Otherconsiderationsaretheeffectonexistinggroundwatercontaminationandtheeffectwithin
existingdrinkingwatersupplymanagementareas (DWSMA). Themainfocusatthispointisquantityversus
quality. Toclarify, theyarenotignoringquality, theyarejusttryingtodeterminequantitiesbeforemoving
ontoanevaluationofthequality.  

CurrentlyanEastBethelwaterreclamationfacilityisbeingusedtotreatwastewateratahigherlevelthan
anyothertreatmentplant. MCESisnotlookingtorechargeabedrockaquiferinEastBethelonlyasurficial
sandaquiferseparatedfromthebedrockaquiferbyanaquitardtoprotectthedrinkingwater.  

AtthispointthefollowingagenciesareincludedintheMCESmodeling: Rosemount, Eagan, MAWSAC,  
CONDAC, DakotaCounty, VermillionRiverWatershedJPO, andtheTAC.. ManningstatedMCEShopes
towrapupstudybyendof2016, andthencomebackandtalkaboutresults. Thisstudyisthefirststepand
bynomeansdoesitmeanthisiswhatMCESisgoingtodo. MCESpointedoutthattheyhavenot
completedatestonsofteningwater, butthecostforlimesofteningwouldbemuchlessthanreverse
osmosis. Overall, alotmoreworkandfieldstudiesareneededbeforemovingontothenextsteps.  

Manningsuggestedthatafollow-uppresentationwithBarrEngineeringwouldbehelpfulastheyarebetter
abletoidentifywhatdatatheyusedtobeginwith.  

PresidentConnollyalongwithCommissionersMcDonaldandNelsonstatedtheyarelookingforwardto
seeingthefinalresults.  

6.b. SummitEnvirosolutionsProposal
WatsonspokeonbehalfofInterimPublicWorksDirectorMorastregardingtheSummitEnvirosolutions
Proposal. Summitcurrentlyhasoutfittedthreeofourobservationwellsandtheyhaveprovidedaproposal
toexpandtheirservicestoallproductionwells. Summit’sproposalhasbeendiscussedamongcounciland
staffwithnoclearconsensusofthenextsteps. Theproposalincludesafieldreviewandinventoryofour
currentsystemaswellasevaluationsandefficiencycalculations.  

Thecostforthefirsttwoitemsontheproposalis $7,238.Thecostisnotbudgetedfor2016, butisbudgeted
for2017. TheCitycurrentlydoesnothaveanindividualonstaffthatisabletointerpretthedata. Higgins
suggestedtheuseofinternsthroughMnTAPtohelpassistwiththesereadings.  

Watsoncurrentlyworkswiththewaterelevationdataandhashadchallengeswithobtainingallthenecessary
dataduetoequipmentmalfunctions. Thequestionbeingraisediswhetherornotwewanttomoveforward
withSummit, whenmuchoftheinformationisavailablethroughourcurrentSCADAsystem.   

ConnellystatedhediscussedtheSummitproposalwithMorastthispastweekandconfirmedthisissolely
aninformationalproposalandadecisiondoesnotneedtobemadenow. Connellyproposeditwouldbe
besttohavethecitystaffworkwithSummittogetmoreinformationabouttheirservicesforafurthercost
benefitstudy. Atthatpoint, wecanthenreopenthediscussion.  



ConnellyinconjunctionwithNelsonconcludeditisbesttowaitforaPublicWorksDirectortobehired, as
he/sheshouldbepartofthedecision.   

7. PRESIDENT’SREPORT
None

8. EXECUTIVEDIRECTOR’SREPORT
8.a. CityProjectsUpdate

DanburyWayismovingalongnicely. FinalpavingisscheduledfortheendofSeptember.   
thth

Prestwick13 AdditionandGreystone5 Additionarenewdevelopmentsthisyear. Movingalong
slowly, butarebeingprivatelymanagedbythedevelopers.   
SafeRoutestoSchooltrailisnowpavedatShannonParkElementaryschool.   
ParkinglotimprovementsatConnemaraParkandCityHallwillbecompletedlaterthisfall.  
Thecitydidnotreceiveagrantforthesplashpadwaterre-useretrofitprojectfromtheMetCouncil
ortheVRWJPO Wecanapplyagainnextyear, ifdesired.  

8.b. 2016WellPumpingReport
Thereportwasreviewedanditwasnotedthatpumpingwasupapproximately25% higherthanlastyearat
thistime.   

th
8c. SetNextMeetingAgendaforSeptember19

OTHERUPDATES
ThesearchforaPublicWorksDirectorisonholduntilanewCityAdministratorishired.   

DemuthinformedusthattheMetCouncilispartneringwithturfexpertsthroughoutthemetro; theyare
lookingtoevaluatepeoples’ irrigationpractices. ThestartribunewillbeinRosemountthisweektoprepare
anarticleabouttheproject.   

ADJOURNMENT
TherebeingnofurtherbusinesstodiscussthemeetingwasadjournedbyConnollyat7:08p.m.  

Respectfullysubmitted,  

ErinFasbender
PublicWorksSecretary


