
ROSEMOUNTCITYCOUNCIL

6.a.  WORKSESSIONPROCEEDINGS
MAY9, 2016

CALLTOORDER

PursuanttoduecallandnoticethereofaworksessionoftheRosemountCityCouncilwasheldonth
Monday, May9, 2016beginningat6:30p.m. intheCouncilChambersatCityHall, 2875145Street
West, Rosemount.    

MayorDrostecalledthemeetingtoorderwithCouncilMembersDeBettignies, Demuth, Nelsonand
Weisenselattending.  StaffpresentincludedCityAdministratorJohnson, CityClerkHadler, Public
WorksDirectorWrase, ParksandRecreationDirectorSchultz,CommunityDevelopmentDirector
Lindquist, SeniorPlannerKlatt, andFinanceDirectorMay.  

DISCUSSION
2.a. PresentationbySKB/EnerkemonProposedRecyclingandGasificationofMunicipal
SolidWaste

JohnDomke, ofSKB, introducedEnerkemrepresentatives.  Theprojectwouldbethefirstinthe
UnitedStatesofitskind.  TheyhavealsodiscussedwithMetCouncilstaffaboutthepossibilityof
utilizingthewastewaterfromtheEmpirewastewaterplant.  

AnniePare, ofEnerkem, presentedvideothatwasproducedbytheCityofEdmonton, Alberta, to
showthevalueoftheEnerkemfacility.  Ms. ParegaveabackgroundoftheEnerkemcompanyand
theircurrentfacilityinEdmonton.  TheEdmontonfacilitygenerates38millionlitresofbiofuelsusing
upto100Ktonsofmunicipalsolidwaste (MSW) andhasbeenopenforapproximately1year.  The
facilitycreated600jobsduringconstruction, 150duringproductionandwasa $100millioninvestment.    

RichardSchofield, ProjectDevelopmentManagerforEnerkem, discussedthetechnologyofthe
Enerkemfacility. Developmentofthetechnologywasstartedinthe1980’s.  Thecompanyhasdone
researchfor16years, toscalethetechnologytocommercialscale.  

TheproposedfacilityinRosemountwouldutilizeapproximately15-20acres.  

DavidMcConnellofEnerkemdiscussedsomeexistingwaste-to-energyfacilitiesinMinnesota.  Mr.  
McConnell, discussedthesources, processes, productsandmarketsoftheEnerkemtechnology.    
Economicimpacts, benefitstothelocalcommunity, includingglobalvisibility, jobcreation, and
sustainabilityleadership.  

Mr. Domkeshowedproposedviewsofthefacility, withbermsandtreeplantings.  Mr. McConnell
statedtheheightofthedistillationstackisapproximately150ft. tall.  

Mr. Schofielddiscusseddifferenttypesofethanolandtheemissionsofthefacility.  Thereissome
carbondioxidethatisemitted, butlessthananincinerationplant.   

MayorDrosteinquiredaboutthesizeofthefacility, whichistwicethesizeoftheircurrentEdmonton
facility.  MayorDrosteaskedabouttheamountoftonsthatwillbecreatedeachyear.  Healsoasked
abouttrucking.   
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Mr. McConnellstatedthattheyhavestarteddiscussionswithWaterford, St. PaulPark, andFlintHills,  
forthepurchaseofthematerials.  Theproductwouldbeexportedintrains, nottrucks.   

MayorDrosteinquiredwhetherthefacilityisappropriateforametropolitanlocation.  Ms. Parrestated
thatthedemonstrationfacilityinQuebecisacrossthestreetfromhousing.   MayorDrostediscussed
negativefeedbackthecityreceivesfromhousingdevelopersabouttheFlintHillsfacility.    

MayorDrosteinquiredaboutodors. Mr. Schofieldstatedthetransfer/sortingfacilitydoeshavesome
interiorodors, butthetransfersbetweenfacilitiesareenclosed, thefacilityisundernegativepressure,  
andthefacilitydoesnotburnanything, soexteriorodorsarenegligible.   

MayorDrosteinquiredabouthowthecurrentLakevillefacilitywouldbeimpacted.  Mr. McConnell
statedthatwasarecyclingfacility, andmaterialsoutofthebackendofthatfacilitycouldcometothe
Enerkemfacility.  

MayorDrosteinquiredifthefacilityfeeswouldchange.  Mr. Domkestatedifthecitywasconcerned
aboutfees, hewouldmakesuretheydidnotchange. 

MayorDrostestatedconcernsthatresidentsexpecttoseeagreenspaceatsomepointinthefuture.   
Ms. Parestatedtheyexpectthattheresidentswouldfindprideinthefacttheirgarbageisbeingturned
intofuel.    

Mr. DomkevalidatedMayorDroste’sconcerns, butstatedtothattheconversionofgarbagetofuelis
therightthingtodo.  Mr. Schofieldstatedthattherehavebeenanumberofpositivearticlesabouttheir
facilities.    

MayorDrosteinquiredifthefacilitywouldbetax-exemptduetobeinga “singleuse” facility.  

CouncilmemberDeBettigniesstatedthattheamountofwastewouldmeananadditional8trucksper
hour.  Mr. Domkestatedthatmostofthewastewouldarriveintransferrigs (tractortrailers), sothat
numberwouldbemuchsmaller.  Mr. McConnellstatedthatnextstepsmightincludeaDOTstudy, an
economicbenefitstudy.  Mr. DomkestatedthatthecompanywouldneedtodoanEAW.    

CouncilmemberDemuthaskedaboutthedifferencebetweenthelandfillandthetalleststack.  Mr.  
Domkestatedthelandfillwouldbetaller.    Ms. Demuthaskediftheyhavelookedattheirrailoptions.   
Mr. DomkestatedthatSKBhasarailspurontheproperty.     

MayorDrosteinquirediftheby-productswouldneedtobetruckedout.  Ms. Parestateditcouldbe
madeintoothermaterials, andthecompanyisexamininguseinaggregates.  Ms. Domkestatedsomeof
thebyproductscanbeprocessed.    

CouncilmemberWeisenselexplainedconcernsthatRosemountistakingonaregionalfacility, and
addinglocalcostsandnegativeimpacts.    
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CouncilmemberNelsoninquiredaboutthedistancebetweentheEdmontonfacilityandhousing.  Ms.  
Lindquiststatedthatstaffhadresearchedthisanditisapproximately1.5 – 2miles.  

CouncilmemberDeBettigniesinquiredaboutwhatotherareasoftheworldtheyarelooking.  Mr.  
Schofieldexplainedthatthecompanyiscurrentlypursuing3sitesintheU.S. becauseofthefederal
minimumfuelrequirements.     

Mr. Domkenotedthattheinvestmentisself-sufficient; unlikesomewastefacilitiesthatrelyon
governmentsupport. 

CouncilmemberDemuthaskediftheywouldneedtoprocessthewastewaterfromEmpire.  Mr.  
Schofieldstateditwassimplyusedforcooling, soitmightneedtobetreatedforbacteria, butexcess
chloridewasactuallygood.  Hestatedthattheyhaddoneastudyandfoundthattheymightneedalittle
morewater, astheyuse1 – 1.5milliongallonsperday.  Afterit’sused, itwouldgobacktotheEmpire
fortreatmentandthenitwouldcomebackagaininaclosedloop.    

MayorDrosteinquiredaboutemissions, trucktraffic, taximpacts, etc.   KimLindquistsuggestedthat
staffwouldputtogetheralistofquestionstocirculatetocouncilandthenforwardtoSKB.   

StateSenatorClauseninquirediftheprojectislookingforstatefundingfromDEED.  Mr. Domke
statedtheyare100% privatelyfunded.   

Councilmembersandstaffdiscussedthedifficultiesofhavingtruckingfacilitieswithsmallerbuildings
thatdon’tpayalotintaxes.  Theyalsodiscussedhowlandfillratescouldraisesubstantiallyastheyfill.    
Mr. O’Garadiscussedhostfees, buttheyarenotcommonplaceforrecyclingfacilities.  Edmonton
investedmillionsofdollarstopartnerinthefacility.    

MayorDrosteaskediftherewasastatemechanismtohelpfundtheinfrastructure.  SenatorClausen
inquiredofSKBifthereisabenefittothehaulertousingthefacility, thatmaybetherewasapossibility
ofaperloadfee.  

CouncilmemberDeBettigniesinquiredaboutthecompany’srankingsinCleanTech.  Ms. Pare
discussedtheirotherrankings.  SheexplainedthattheirfutureMontrealfacilityhasyettohaveany
complaints.    

MayoraskedstafftofindouthowmuchC&Dcellwastewouldbeconvertedandhowthatwould
impactthecityrevenues.  

MayoraskedCouncilmembershowthisshouldbetakentothepublic.  Councilmemberslookedto
Enerkemtofacilitatethosecommunitydiscussions.    

Mr. Domkethankedeveryonefortheirtime.  MayorDrostecommendedthecompanyfortheirefforts
atsustainabletechnologies.  

2. b.  PeerReviewof1.5MGWaterStorageTank
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DirectorofPublicWorksWrasegaveabriefoverviewofpriordiscussionsoftheproject.  Theoriginal
estimatedprojectcostshadclimbedfrom $4.1millionto $6million.  Thecouncilhadrecommendeda
peerreviewoftheprojecttoverifycostandprojectassumptions.   SEHhasprovidedthepeerreview
servicesfortheprojectforthepast3months.    

MilesJensen, ofSEH, presentedtheirpreliminaryfindings.  Thereportcoveredwatersystemplanning
review, watersystemmodelingreviews, andbiddocumentreviewandsiteplanning.  Mr. Jensen
providedasummaryofthefindingsthataddressverificationofneed, timingoftheproject, typeof
storageselected, locationofproject, andopportunitiesforcostsavings.   

CouncilmemberNelsoninquiredaboutuseofabove-groundvs. in-groundstorage.  Mr. Jensenstated
itjustdependsontheproject.   

Mr. Wraseexplainedthattheplanhadallowedabilitytoserve “asmanyplatsaswehaveonthebooks”.    
Ms. Lindquistclarifiedthatthosepreliminaryplatsdohaveanentitlementwiththem.    

Mr. Jensenreviewedthesupplycalculationsandmodelsusedtomakehisrecommendations.  

Councilmembersandstaffdiscussedthehowthecalculationsarederivedandhowassumptionscould
change, andhowthecurrentwellsuppliescanbeblendedtomakeradiumlevelsacceptable.   

CityAdministratorJohnsonstatedthatstaffrecommendspostponingtheprojectandnotacceptthe
currentbids.  Mr. JohnsonaskedCouncilhowtheywouldliketoproceed.  Councilmemberswereallin
agreementwithwaitingontheprojectandstudyingthewatersystem, andrejectingthebids.  Mr.  
JohnsonstatedthereshouldbeamotiontorejectthebidsattheMay16thmeeting.  

AndyBrotzler, ofWSB, askedthattheybeallowedtoaddressissuesandresultsintheSEHfinalreport. 

2. c. FireReliefAssociationBenefitRequest

CityAdministratorJohnsonreviewedthestaffresponseregardingtotalcompensationofthe
firefighters. Thetotalcompensationis4.7% - 5% belowtheaverageofothercities.  Ifgiventhe $100
increase, thecitywouldbeabout4% belowtheaverage.  

CouncilmemberNelsonexpressedconcernsthatafirefighterwhoservesfor8or9yearsarenot
awardedfortheirservice.   MayorDrostestatedthattheFireReliefBoardcreatestheirownpolicy.   

MayorDrosteencouragedtheCitytolookatthecompensationsholisticallyandprovidethatdata
movingforward.  FinanceDirectorMayexplainedthatthecity’sfiredepartmentbudgetdecreasedby
70,000andthatRosemounthadthelowestexpendituresofanyothercityintheCounty.  Mayor

Drosteaskedthatstaffdevelopaclearmessagetothefirefightersforthefuture.  Mr. Johnson
suggestedweeventuallygetthepensionnumberto $7500overthenext3years, andincreasehourly
wagesevery2-3years.   
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Mr. JohnsonaskedifCouncilwouldliketomoveforwardwiththepensionincrease.  MayorDroste
saidyes.  

CouncilmemberWeisenselinquiredaboutdecreasingthelevytozero.  Mr. Maystatedthatmightbea
possibility, buttheremaybearequiredlargercitycontributioninthefuture.  

UPDATES
3.a.  YouthCommissionCandidates

CityadministratorJohnsonaskediftheyshouldallbeappointed.  Councilmembersweregenerallyin
agreement.   MayorDrostestatedtheyweresmartkidswithgoodideas.  

3.b.  ScheduleMeetingtoCanvassVotesofMay17thElection

DuetoCounciltravelschedules, thecanvasswasscheduledforThursday, May19th, at7:30a.m.    

3.c.  HVACControlPanel

PublicWorksDirectorWrasereviewedthepreviousdiscussionofthisitem.  Atapreviouswork
session, Councilmemberswereconcernedaboutwhethertheproposedvendorwouldhaveasolution
thatistooproprietary.  Mr. Wrasepresentedfurtherinformationincludinganoutsideopinionofthe
bidsreceived.  Staffrecommendedfollowingtherecommendationsoftheoutsideconsultantand
councilmembersconcurred.  ThisitemwillbescheduledforactionatthenextCouncilmeeting.   

3.d.  BicycleTourtoParks

CouncilmembersandstaffdiscussedtheplanforaCityCouncilbicycletour.  ParksandRecreation
DirectorSchultzwillsendoutaninviteforacoupleofdates.  

3.e.  CitizenEngagement -ParkVisits

Councilmembersandstaffdiscussedpossibilityforacitizenengagementactivityatcityparks.  Mayor
Drostesuggestedholdingaworksessionatoneoftheparks.   Mr. Johnsonstatedthatstaffcould
decideagoodmonthbasedonthescheduleofcouncilitems; maybeJuneworksessionatJayceePark
andJulyworksessionsatBloomfield.    

Ms. Lindquiststatedthattherewillbecomprehensiveplanengagementactivitiesduringthenextfew
weeks.  Thosemeetingsarespecificallydesignedforthecomprehensiveplandiscussion.  

3.f.  OtheritemsfromStafforCouncil

Mr. WrasestatedthatVermillionRiverWatershedwillbeapplyingforacoupleofgrantsonourbehalf
fortheirrigationcontrollerandthesplashpad.  

CouncilmemberWeisenselaskedthatsignsbeputupatformerpollinglocations.  
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CouncilmemberNelsonstatedhewasrecentlymadeawareofthecity’sgraffitiissues.  

CouncilmemberDemuthstatedsheattendedameetinglastweekthatraisedherconcernsaboutleadin
thewater. 

CouncilmemberDeBettigniestoldMr. SchultzthattheYouthCommissionwouldbecallingthe
SteepleCenterCoordinatortoschedulearoomthere.  

MayorDrostestatedtherewereabout160peopleattheArborDayevent.  MayorDrostediscussedthe
twopublicmeetingsaboutthereferendum.    

CityAdministrationJohnsonrecommendsgoingaheadandgettingsomearchitecturaldrawingsand
estimatesdoneforaproposedexpansionoftheFamilyResourceCenterthatcouldhelp inapplying
forgrants.  

Councilmembersmadesuggestionsforadditionstothatparkarea; suchaspathsandraingardens.  

ADJOURNMENT
TherebeingnofurtherbusinesstocomebeforetheCityCouncilanduponamotionbyDroste, second
byDeBettignies, themeetingwasunanimouslyadjournedat10:32p.m.  

RespectfullySubmitted, 

ClarissaHadler, CityClerk


